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Yol may b¢ aware that India, recognized as an emerging global power, accounts for the
highest number of maternal and child deaths in the world. Around 68 thousand women die
cvery year due to pregnancy related complications and around 18 lakh children die annually, cut
of which. over 10 lakh die within 28 days of their birth. Most of these deaths are preventable.
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Under the National Rural Health Mission (NRII__L our focus is on reducing maternal
and infant deaths. ﬁany initiatives have been rolled out, which include direct cash assistance to
i‘F\‘%‘ pregnant women under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) to encourage them to deliver in
institutions rather than at home. qui.sluzn____xgp_&]_g@m::d to the States for upgrading facilities

by way of additional infrastructure, equipment, drugs & consumables, multi-skilled doctors an
nurscs etc, Support is also pmv:dcd to the States for providing accessible and assured referral

transpon Dt

In the meeting of State Health Ministers in Hyderabad on 11-13 January, there was a
consensus that, with augmented funding under NRHM, it is [30555Wﬁe5 in
pubhc health facilities free of any charges. No pr prcgna.m woman_delivering in government
w3 institution need to make any k l\md of payment towards service fee, drugs, diet, consumables and-
other. mlscellaneous_.e&p__ses “Moreover, she would be guaranteed free and assured referral
transport from home to facility, between facilities, in case of referral, and drop back from facility
to home.

It has also been decided to put in place a similar guarantee of free treatment and free
referral transport for all sick new borns for the first 30 days of their life under NRHM.
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Lt
. Pl * [ would urge you to instruct all concerned. to ensure this and also widely publicize these
be. [ initiatives, which would go a long way in reducing morbidity and mortality among mothers and
neonates. '
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